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Project links

Easiest way: 
http://www.digitizationguidelines.gov/guidelines/sigpropvideo.html

FSPDV Context direct link: http://tiny.cc/8ud9gz

FSPDV Spreadsheet direct link: http://tiny.cc/1vd9gz

http://www.digitizationguidelines.gov/guidelines/sigpropvideo.html
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https://github.com/MediaArea/BWFMetaEdit/issues

But wait, there’s more!

https://github.com/MediaArea/BWFMetaEdit/issues


Like puffy sleeves, significant properties are back in 
fashion
Inspired by 2018/2019 “Significant Significant Properties” work: 

(Remco van Veenendaal, preservation officer at the National Archives of the Netherlands)

Differs a bit from 2008 JISC report: 

Building on previous work



“Significant Significant Properties”

https://openpreservation.org/blog/2018/10/03/initial-list-of-significant-significant-properties-available/

https://openpreservation.org/blog/2018/10/03/initial-list-of-significant-significant-properties-available/


FADGI project scope

● What are the significant technical properties in the 
majority of the digital video we might come across in the 
GLAM section?

● In what ways can those properties be changed? 
● What is the impact of change on these properties?

(also completely selfish tie-in to FADGI’s 2014 Creating and Archiving 
Born Digital Video project with high level recommendations: 
http://www.digitizationguidelines.gov/guidelines/video_bornDigital.html)

http://www.digitizationguidelines.gov/guidelines/video_bornDigital.html


FSPDV Data Points

● Class of Significant Property (from JISC report)
● Property Name
● Definition - in depth technical
● Definition - summary / lay person
● Notes
● References for definition
● Typical values (not exhaustive list)

*Italics: information we haven’t come across in other SP projects

https://web.archive.org/web/20091118154024/http://www.jisc.ac.uk/media/documents/programmes/preservation/spmovimages_report.pdf


FSPDV (con’t)

● Impact of change on this property
● Relevant standards documents
● Map to FADGI BDV High Level Recommended Practices
● How is this data represented through metadata in 

commonly used open source tools?
○ mediainfo
○ ffprobe 
○ exiftool 

http://www.digitizationguidelines.gov/guidelines/FADGI_BDV_p3_20141202.pdf


What FADGI thinks is, arguably, “significant”

Duration
Number of Moving Image/Video Channels or Tracks
Number of Audio Channels or Audio Tracks
Associated metadata
Display Aspect Ratio (DAR)
Image Size
Audio bit depth
Audio sampling rate

Key - Yellow highlight is not typically found on other projects; Orange highlight is augmented 



Video bit depth
Video bit rate
Video bit rate mode (constant/variable)
Frame rate (frames per second)
Color gamut
Color channels
Color model
Color space (specific organization of colours) [ex YUV etc]

FADGI properties (con’t)



FADGI properties (con’t)
Chroma sampling
File format (wrapper/container)
File bitstream encoding
Scan type (interlaced or progressive)
Timecode
File size
Captions/Subtitles
Field order

A few more maybes: 
Frame rate mode (constant/variable)

Compression ratio



http://tiny.cc/1vd9gz





Chroma sampling



Video Tracks or Channels



Sometimes a summary is enough ... 

Duration = runtime of the video. Simple, right?



Sometimes engineers are in the room & then this happens ...



We are still very drafty (best intentions and all that...) - lots of 
“to come”

Once complete, the project will include a summary page 
(hopefully formatted for printing out on one sheet - like a 
poster), a more detailed explanation of key terms and 
concepts, references and other resources. 

Comments are ALWAYS welcome!
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2008, JISC: 
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Help with IASA TC-07 for Born Digital Video!
Approach: Collaborative transparent authoring 

Expectations: Do what you can. Bite of a chunk and write two 
paragraphs about something you know.

Platform: Open collaborative platforms now being investigated

Aim: firstly, to demystify The Digital Video Trinity – not 1 x format (usually 
3 x  formats: container, video codec, audio codec)

Contact: Somaya Langley, our fantastic, kind and generous ring-leader - 
borndigitalvideo@gmail.com; @criticalsenses) 
 

mailto:borndigitalvideo@gmail.com
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